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1 important aspect in the
Study of Jaina history is a very lW}lldCt d:; z? InCIl)ia' Systematic and
,  anoient & edieval histo

study of ancient and mJajna history demands a sound knowledge

constructive research in e hacology, Agamas
: inscriptions), arc ’
in the field of epigraphy (study of Insc Ir)l ly in prakeit and Sanskrit

T oo Writtentr'rll)alites of various ancient Indian
attr1
languages. Apart from common

' ocial and politica]
texts of history which gives the ghl.npie;;’é leo helps in better
situations and traditions, Jaina l.nstorlca ¢ over the span of
understanding of its philosophical CVOIVCHE Mahavira. Various
various centuries since the last Arhat Vardhamana ) ?:OOd-With e
aspects of ancient Indian history can betbetics Un er'Scal Texts). In
help of Jaina Texts (both canonical and nqn-canom . tt. t
this article I present the introduction of few 1mp(?m1nt ancient texts
dating from 5% century CE till 14" century CE Whl(fh ar.e excluswely
devoted to the subject of history of Jaina faith, contribution of various
Jaina monks as well as important past events. These are the texts
whose central theme appears to be history of Jainism, but they also
contain various important aspects of political, cultural and socio-
religious history of India. Apart from these texts, there are many
more texts whose central theme is not history, but contain a lot of
data with regards to different aspects of history. e.g. Acarya
Udyotanasiri’s Kuvalayamalakaha written in Maharastri Prakrit
contains interesting information about cultural position and beauty
of ancient India. Another important work is Varariga-caritra written
by “Acarya Jatasirhanandi' which has the honour of being the first
Sanskrit Mahakavya of Jaina tradition. Vasudevahindi by
‘Sanghadasagani’ is again a rich source for understanding socio-
cultural aspects of ancient India, Ip this context, it is important to
menti.on Nandisatra written by Sri Devavacaka, which contains a
;ery Important lineage of sages of Jainism and g list of agamic
terature out of which few of them are lost over a period of time.
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The Munisuvratasvami Caritra authored by Sricandrasiiri of
Maladhari Gaccha contains the biography of two prominent saints
namely Abhayadeva and Hemacandra (both of Maladhari Gaccha)
in a very systematic manner which provides us with the data regarding
position of Jaina community in Rajasthan and Gujarat during their
time period. This text says that The Mahavira temple at Gwalior

was closed by the officials, Acarya Abhayadevasiri himself met the
King Bhuvanapala for reopening of the same.

1) Prabandha Cintamani: Written in V.S 1361 by Acarya Sri
Merutungasuri (of Nagendra Gachha) at Vadwan in Gujarat, this is

treated as an authentic history work by many modern scholars such
as Buhler, Jinavijaya & Forbes.

This work contains the narratives of Raja Vikrama, Satavahanas,
Vanraja Chawda, Miulraja, Bhoja, Mahakavi Dhanapala, Raja
Siddharaja, Kumarapala Maharaja, Acarya Devastri, Acarya
Hemacandrasiiri, Mantri Udayana, Bahad, Amarabhatta, renovation
of Sakunika-vihara (at Bharuch), Raja Ajayapala, Mantri Vastupala
& Tejapala, Raja Siladitya, Raja Laksmanasena, Raja Jayacandra of
Kasi, Acarya Padalipitasuri (1* century CE), Siddha Nagarujana
and many other small narrations.

Prabhandha Cintamani is written in Sanskrit and serves as an
important source for the study of Jaina history along with history of
Gujarat. During the lifetime of the author, Gujarat came under the
foreign rule and dynasty of Calukyas of Anhilpur Patana was
declining and nearing its end. The author has made a sincere attempt
to record all the major socio-religious and political events that
occurred during the rule of this dynasty. The narrative about Sidharaja
and Kumarapala portrayed in this work is considered to be very
authentic and historical in nature. One of the most important features
of this work is the chronology of Kings of Anhilapur Patana. In
which, a king rules for how many years is indicated which also
correlates with inscriptions of those perifod. In the pilgrimage for
Palitana organised by Vastupala 21000 Svetambara Jains and 300
Digambara Jains had participated. Such valuable data about the rulers
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of Gujarat is not found in any of the works prior to “Prabandp,
Cintamani.”’For a student of Jain history, this work is a ‘compulsory

read.

Acarya Merutungastri has also indicated his purpose of writing this
book. He is of the opinion that age old and repeated narratives of
mythology may not be a good read for an intelligent reader.
Therefore, he has tried to present the history of ideal personalization
of recent past, in which he has been successful. The writers post
Acarya Merutungasiri have utilized the valuable data of his work
and it can be seen in their works. For example Acarya Jinaprabhasiri
in his ‘Vividha Tirthakalpa,’ Acarya RajaSekharasuri in his
‘Prabandhako$a,” Acarya Jayasimhasiri in his ‘Kumarapala-
caritra etc. and many others have made good utilization of Prabandha
Cintamani in their literary works.

Translations in English, Hindi and Gujarati of this work have been
published in the past. About Acarya Merutungasiiriji and his life
we don’t have any sources to know. He has written another work
‘Mahapurusa Caritra’ describing lives of five Tirthankara namely
Rsabhadeva, Santinatha, Neminatha, Par§vanatha and

Mahavirasvami.

2) VividhaTirthakalpa (Kalpapradipa): This work is authored
by Acarya Jinaprabhasiiriji in 14™ century CE. He was highly
intellectual as well as a prominent influential personality of his time'.
The original name of text was Kalpapradipa, but the editor of this
text Jinavijayaji had given its name as VividhaTirthakalpa and since
then it is popular by this name. This work was completed during the
reign of Sultan Mohammad Tuglaq at Delhi. This text is divided
into 62 kalpas, which were written by the author during different
points of time. The main theme of the text is about the introduction
and history of various tirtha (pilgrimage centers). In total this work
records the history of some 40-41 tirthas and it also records the
names of 84 Jaina tirthas under the title * CaturSitimahatirthanama
sangrahakalpa’ .
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Gtate W1s€ DOS. O irthas 1 Vividha Tirlhakqlm are as fol]
alve as Tollows

i Uttar Pradesh - 13

{i., Bihar -7

iii. West Bengal - 2

iv. Odisha - 2

v. Madhya Pradesh - 7

vi. Rajasthan - 11

vii. Gujarat - 23

Viil. Karnataka - 3

ix. Andhra Pradesh / Telangana - 3
x. Maharashtra - 6

This text is one of the very important sources in reconstructing
Jaina history as well as history of different places. The author
belonged to Kharatara Gachha, a subsect of Svetambara sect, but he
has also recorded few famous tirthas of Digambara sect .

Apart from history of pilgrimage centres it also contains the
following:

i. Minister Vastupala & Tejapala’s generous deeds and
donations

ii. Significance of Navakara Mantra (Paﬁcaparamesghis
Namaskara)

iii. Description of Samavasarana

1v. Pafica Kalyanaka Stavana

v.  Dhimapuri-Stavana

vi. Sri Ujayanta Stavana (Girnar)

vii. Life of King Satavahana (ruler of PratisthanapurD)
viii.Life story of Devi Ambika and Kapard1 Y aksa

urce. For example

for the history of
ation about

For the history of few places, this text i the sole sO
cxcept this text, there is no other literary source 10
Hanama Konda Jaina Tirtha (Telangana)- The informati=s © N
the origin of this ¢rtha along with Katakiy? dynasty is MISIOTE
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nature and is further confirmed with archeological sour-ces currently
found there. This shrine is now converted 1nt0/ a_ Hindu ten_lple.
Similarly, the author has recorded the name of Sr1 Parvafa_Tmha
(dedicated to Tirthankara Mallinatha and. Yaksa Ghan_tfikama
Mahavira) under the list of 84 mahatirthas. This proves the existence
of Jaina temples at Sri Parvata (modern Shrishailam) atleast til] the
author’s period. From the inscriptions in the temple of Mallikarjuna,
we find the records of massacre of Svetambara Jains at this place?
We don’t find any reference of Sri Parvata in post Jinaprabhasiiri’s
records.

There is a lot of scope for comparative and critical study of ancient
Jaina pilgrimage centres by taking Vividha-Tirthakalpa as the base.
It seems that the author had himself visited various places and
recorded the facts and narratives on the basis of what he saw there
and heard there. He has clearly expressed this at the end of some
Kalpas. The information contained in the text offers a good guidance
for undertaking archaeological excavations at many places which
Acarya] inaprabhasiiri has described, but have not survived till date
as a result of religious intolerance prevalent in India during the
medieval time where in large number of religious structures and
libraries were destroyed. Excavations can bring to light various
remains which can help in understanding various aspects of social,
religious and political situation prevailing in past and helps in
uncovering various hidden facts. Mathura in Uttar Pradesh was a
major settlement of Jains in past and its description is also available

in Vividha Tirthakalpa. However, nothing was surviving there until
¢xcavations were conducted, which resulted i
remains of ancient Jain stupa’ (3
as "Deva Nirmita Stapa’ in Jaina |

n the discovery of
Century BC) which was known
lerature,

Historians and Archuculugis[s h

_ ‘ ave since long neglected the
Importance of Jaing literature, If ¢

Xcavations can be conducted on
g . . . \
which contain more of mythology
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4nd much more can be_ record?d with the help of comparative studies
and scientific excavations. H}ndi translation by Dr, Ranjan Suridev
is published by Rescarch Institute of Prakrit, Jainology and Ahirnsa,
yaishali, Bihar.

3) pral)andllak()§a= This work was written by Acarya
Rajaéckharasfui who belonged to ‘Maladhari-gaccha.”He completed
his work in the year 1348-1349 in Delhi, when ‘Mohammed-bin-
Tugalag™ Was ruling Delhi. This work was divided into 24 chapters
containing the biographies of 24 different personalities who are Jaina
Acaryas, Kings and Sravakas (Jaina lay-devotees). This work is
also known as ‘Caturvin$ati Prabandha. When we compare
prabandhakosa with Prabandha-cintamani, we find that the former
is more descriptive 1n nature and information about 10 persons (4
Acaryas, 4 Kings, & 2 Sravakas) is common in both the works.
Acarya RajaSekharastiri was a scholarly personality who had
knowledge of different literature like Jaina Caritras, Hindu
Mahakavyas, logic and Purapas. It is very interesting to observe
that we find names of around 70 ancient texts in PrabandhakosSa
which suggests the author’s authority on various types of literature.
In his work, the author has tried to present in an orderly manner
various important aspects of Jaina history. Out of the 24 prabandhas,
10 contain the lives of famous Jaina Acaryas. One of the objectives
of study of history is to get a proper idea of the past including
understanding historical mistakes and avoiding the same in future.
As an able historian, Acarya Rajasekharastri wanted his readers to
understand the above objective and aim for a prosperous future.

This work is in Sanskrit Language, and his other works are as follows:

I. Sirimantra Nitya Karma

ii. Syadvada Kalika

lii. Antarakatha Sangraha

v, Commentary on Nyaya Kandali
V. Upadesa Cintamani

VL. Vritti-traya Nibandha
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vii. Neminatha Phagu —
' "Acar asiri
viit. Editor of Santinatha-caritra of Acarya Munibhadr.

ix. Sadadarsana-samuccaya

No English or Hindi translation of the text is available t?ut Gujarati
rranslazions are published. Dr. Pravesh Bharadvaj has wntt?n a boolf
‘Prabandhakos ka Aithihasika Vivecana™ Publisher: P.rakrlt.Bha.ratl
Academy, Jaipur in Hindi in which he has discussed various historical
contents of the text. To conclude, this work is more factual than
fiction.

4) Prabhavakacarita:- This work is written in Sanskrit by .Acirya
Prabhacandra (a Svetambara monk) in 11 century CE. This work
contains the life history of 22 Jaina Acaryas (Svetambara) who lived
in different time periods, namely:

1. Acarya Vajrasvami

ii. Acarya Arya Raksita

iii. Acarya Arya Nandila

iv. Acarya Kalaksiri

v. Acarya Padaliptasiiri

vi. Acarya Vijaya Sirhhasiri

vii. Acarya Jivasiri

viii. Acarya Vriddhvadisiri

ix. Acarya Haribhadrasiri

X.  Acarya Mallavadisiiri

Xi. Acarya Manatungasiri (author of Bhaktamara-stotra)
Xil. Acarya Bappabhattisari

xiii. Acarya Manadevasiri

Xiv. Acarya Siddharsi (author - Upamitibha vaprapanca-katha)
XV.  Acarya Virasirj

XVi. Acarya Santisiri

XVil. Acarya Srj Mahendrasiiri

XViii. Acarya Suracarya

XiX. Acarya Abhayadevasiiri
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xx. Acarya Viracarya
xxi. Acarya Vadidevasiiri

xxii. Acarya Hemacandrasiri ( Kalikala Sarvajiia)

This work is a valuable treasure of Jaina History, and information
regarding various rulers of Ancient India can also be found in this
work, which serves as an important source for reconstruction of
Ancient Indian History. The biography of Acarya Hemacandrasiiri
consists of 853 verses and that of Acﬁrya Bappabhattisiiri consists
of 772 verses. Names of various Agama Séstras, their commentary,
Prakarana, Caritakavyam, Kosa Grantha (Dictonary), Katha sahitya,

works of Haribhadrasri, etc., can be found in Prabhavakacarita which
totals up to 54.°

Acaryas Hemacandrastri’s ‘PariSista Parvan’ has served as on
inspiration to Acarya Prabhacandra to write this work,
Hemacandracarya has written the bio graphy of Pirvacaryastill Arya
Vajrasvami. Therefore, Prabhacandra wrote this work to cover the
life history of Acaryas post Vajrasvami up to 12"century CE. Apart
from biographies of acaryas, important historical facts about political
and social condition are also found in this work. Acarya Prabhacandra
has used various ancient texts available during his time to ensure
authenticity of Prabhavakacarita.’ For the complete list of names of
literary works refer Prabhavakacarita (Hindi) - Dr. Ranjan Suridev
» Pg. Vii-viii, Publisher: Research Institute of Prakrit, Jainology
and Ahirisa, Vaishali, Bihar (2013).

3) Kahavalj:- Kahavali-katha is written in Prakrit by Acarya
Bhadre$varsari around 10 -11® century CE. (Pt. Amrutlal Bhojak
Places him between 993-1093 CE) Kahavali is a huge work and
4Ims at narrating the universal history of Jainism.

Itstarts with he life stories of Tirthankaras, Cakravartis, Vasudevas
and ends wih [ife history of famous Jaina Acarya’s like Padaliptasuri,
Vacaka Umasvati, Mallavadi, Siddhasena, Jinabhadragani
KSamﬁéramana and Haribhadrasuri. In total we can find 306 °
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narratives in Kahavali which are of immense value in the study o
History of Jainism. Some of the interesting narratives which Contajy
historical facts are as follows:

1. Vajrasvami Katha
il. Arya Raksitasiriji Katha (who divided the ancient
agamas into 4 Anuyogas)
1. ASoka and Kunala
1v.  Emperor Samprati (he sent missionaries across India for
spread of Jainism)
v. Canakya and Candragupta Maurya
vi. Stories of 7 Ninhavas
vil. - Origin of Digambara sect of Jainism
(in Sivabhiiti’s Katha)
viil. Episode of Rathayatra of Jivanta Svami of Ujjain
(Image of Lord Mahavira carved during his lifetime)
1X. Kalakasiri Katha® (records an important event on how
Saka rulers came to India (at Kathiawad) and the role of
Jainacarya Kalakasiiri in the same and defeat of rulers of
EIjjain who had kidnapped the sister of Kalakasiiri by the
Saka Rulers.)
X. Different Vacanas of Jaina Canonical Literature
XI. ]mabhadragaui Ksmés’ramapa (Author of
Viﬁesévaéyaka Bhasya)
xii. Haribhadrasir; (Author of 1444 Books)
xiii. Kalakasirij ( change of Paryusana date from fifth to
fourth day of Bhadrapada)
Z\l/];?lx;::k \:: ffirlicr fhan lh? uh_”VC works discussed so far. The
manuscripg, ()T;ll;:: S(;in K.ull‘m V:‘l‘/l_ cons:isls | of 12600 slokas and
D. Institute of lnd;)log; “::hpf c.:lc’rl\)/cd In Jaina libraries of Patan L
Sangraha Jﬁa‘mabhandﬁra’ in Br::o;a al(\l/l szi, liraVart_aka _Kénu.\./uayf
: - VUnISrT Kalyanakirti Vijayajl
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has edited Kahavali (Shrivijuyscnnsi‘lriﬁvm':lji Svidhy
Ahmedabad -2012) based on the ancient coppe
of Patan and is published in two parts,

aya Mandira,
I plate manuscripts
7 . )

[t is unfortunate that not

much attention has been paid towards Kahavali because of lack of
printed edition of original text and its translation. However, with
the effort of Munisri, now the original text of Prakerit is accessible.
Considering the volume and its wide coverage, it is one of the
important texts that a student of Jaina history and culture must refer

10.
For further studies on the life of Acarya Kalaksiiri refer to:

a) Arya Kalaka - by Panyasa Kalyana Vijayaji (in Mahaveer
Dwivedi’s Abhinandana Grantha)

b) Suvarnabhami men Kalakacarya - by U. P. Shah ; Publisher :
Jaina Sanskriti Sanshodhan Mandal, Banaras (year-1956)

6) Parisista Parvan: This work is written by Kalikala Sarvajiia
Acarya Hemacandrasiri in 12® Century CE in Sanskrit, it is also
known as Sthaviravali Caritra. It is a legendary history of the
patriarchs from Jambusvami down to Vajrasvami. i.e. a series of
historical legends and their information arranged in a chronological
order. PariSista Parvan consists of 3460 Slokas divided into thirteen
chapters of unequal length. Important narratives included are those
of Prasannacandra, Jambusvami, Bhadrabahu, Sthulibhadra,
Canakya, Chandragupta, ASoka, Samprati, Sayyambhava (author of
DaSavaikalika-sutra), Prabhavasvami, Udayana, Nandas,
Sambhutivijaya, Arya Mahagiri, Arya Suhasti, pr(;ccssion of
Jivantasvami Image, Avantisukumala, Vajrasvami, and Arya
Raksita.

Acarya Hemacandra has used ancient Jaina canons, their
commentaries and other Jaina canons, their commentartes and other
literature available during his time to present the history of Jaina

patriaichs in a chronological order. According to Hemacandra,
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Samprati Was responsible for sending missionaries to popu]
ampr $

arjgq
the Jaina code of co

nduct in the South so that it would be Convep,
for the monks 0 iravel in South India practicing their ascetic Condygy
ixx this context, it 18 important to note .th.at ope of the cay|; -
archacological evidence of existence of J a1n1srr.1 in Andhra Pradegp,
is of Mauryan Period. It is the remains of a Jaina Sttipa eXCavate
from a place called Vaddamanu. One of the label inscription whi,
is in Brahmi script and Prakrit Language reads as ‘Sampati Vihiry
(Samprati Vihara). The Brhatkalpa Bhasya ot Sanghadas Gani also
credits Samprati for sending missionaries in various regiong
including South India. In the PariSista Parvan, it is said that
Vajrasvami had travelled in South India.

Harman Jacobi has edited PariSista Parvan using old manuscripts
and had written an introduction of the same (published in 1932 by
the Asiatic Society of Bengal). RCC Fynes has translated this text
in English titled ‘ Hemacandra: the lives of the Jaina elders’ which
was published from the Oxford University Press, New York. This
work 1s also notable for providing information on the political history
of ancient India. The period largely covered in the Parisista Parvan
corresponds to 500 BC to 400 CE.

Q’ "F'itt’h(fg:?‘nli l"aingaya (Tirthogali Prakirnaka) : Titthogall
rayinnayans written in Prakrit, Tt authorship and when it was Wil
’C/:‘::I:‘;:’Lf:ug:: éz?rlieél reference of this text is fou‘m.l\ ii
5S4l o comepa, l }: ﬁl-zﬁ-r‘“}en by Sar’-lghadasa Gani. Thmt_o,lzp
A copper plate munuwril Wk Wrilten prior to s l‘u:.u
of Patan SCrIplof this text jg preserved in Jiiana Bhant<

Apant from (e descr

Titthogal; py;

Ipuon of liveg of Sala
naya contajpg v

akapurusas and Mclzlph‘)"“‘*‘“l
ariouys aspects of History. [t gives ‘t.
“IMa Svami (the first leﬂzulhzl.l"c\ ;:c
life hlslor)’ of Sthiilihh. d Slhulibhad[«u, It describes in chul[ a

ulibhadry and his study of Pgrvas under Acry
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Bhadrabahu (the last Srutakevali). Such lincage of ascetics is also
found in Kalpasutra and Nandisitra. The Mathura Kankali Tila
excavation brought to light many ancient idols and inscriptions which
mention names of different ascetics, their Kulas, Ganas etc. Most
of which are mentioned in Kalpasiitra and Nandisiitra.

The lineage of ascetics after Vardhamana Mahavira, as given in
Titthogali Prakirnaka is as under:

1.  Vardhmana Mahavira
ii. Arya Sudharma

iii. Arya Jambu

iv. Arya Prabhava

v. Arya Sayyambhava
vi. Arya Ya$obhadra

vii. Arya Sambhiiti

viii. Arya Bhadrabahu

ix. Arya Sthulibhadra

Reference of Stipas and their destruction in Pataliputra (Modern
Patna) is described in this text. Time periods of various rulers of
post Vardhamana Mahavira is given in this Prakirnaka. MuniSri
Kalyanavijayji in his magnum opus ‘Viranirvana Samvat aura Jaina
kalaganani has made good use of this text (along with various other
ancient texts) to critically analyze and establish a chronological order
of events after Vardhamana Mahavira. The Jaina Monks had to face
lot of difficulties in ancient times is described in many instances in
this text.

References:

1. For Authentic life sketch, reter Jaina Tirthon ka Autthasika Adhyayana
page no.14-24 by Dr. Shivprasad, P.V. Varanasi

to

For detailed study reter - Sr1 Parvata Jamna Tirtha(Hindi) - Kalyaga (Monthly )
November 2019, Surendranagar ( Rushab R Bhandar)

3. For detailed Study, refer " The Jain Stupa & Other Antuques of Mathura' -

Vincent Smith, ASI & "The Jaina Stupa at Mathura: Art & [cons’ by Dr.
Renuka Porwal (Published by Prachya Vidyapith, Shajapur)
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4.
5.

0.

Publisher: Prakrit Bharati Academy, Jaipur

For the complete list of names of literary works refer Prabhavakacari, (Hing; )
-Dr. Ranjan Suridev ; pg. vii - viii, Publisher: Research Institute of Prakri;
Jainology and Ahimsa, Vaishali, Bihar (2013).

For complete list of narratives, see Dr. Dalsukh Malvania’s article o,
Bhadresvara’s Kahavali in ‘Kahavali,”Editor-Munishri Kalyan Kirtj Vijaya
(2012)

Publisher : Kalikala Sarvajfia Sri Hemcandracarya Navam Janmashtah;
Smruti Sanskar Shikshan Nidhi, Ahmedabad.

For further studies on the life of Acarya Kalakasiri refer to-
a) Arya Kalaka - by Panyasa Kalyana Vijayaji (in Mahavira Dwived’s
Abhinandana Grantha)

b) Suvarnabhiimi men Kalakacarya -by U.P.Shah ; Publisher : Jain Sanskruti
Sanshodhan Mandal, Benaras (year-1956)

Titthogali Prakirnaka, £atha no.-702-806, Translator- Dr.Atul Kumar Prasad
Singh,(2012), Publisher- Jain Vishva Bharati Sansthan, Ladnun.
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